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HULL – Town of Hull residents will be asked to share their opinions on a proposed high-capacity well during a 
public hearing at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday in the auditorium at Stevens Point Area Senior High. 

Plover River Farms, a vegetable farm owned by Nick and Diane Somers, has proposed installing the well near 
the Emerald Forest and Stroik subdivisions in Hull, and many residents have expressed concern about water 
quantity and quality issues. 

Town Chairman John Holdridge and County Board Supervisor Don Butkowski circulated a petition opposing 
the creation or expansion of any high-capacity wells because of these concerns. The petition garnered signatures 
from 59 households in the town. 

"I think we have to look at some options for that land, what else it could be used for and explore those options," 
Holdridge said. "Obviously, there's concern about a new high-capacity well there." 

Nick Somers said contrary to residents' concerns, the proposed well would not affect water levels because it 
would not pump constantly. 

"We irrigate maybe two months, and that's sporadically with different crops," he said. 

Butkowski said he has talked with Nick Somers to address residents' concerns. He said Nick Somers has 
suggested the land could be used for organic farming, which would minimize the chemicals that would enter the 
water stream, but Butkowski still is concerned about the quantity of water that would be used. Butkowski also is 
worried about how another well might affect property values in Hull. 

Holdridge also plans to present an update on the town's investigation into the effects of a high-capacity well 
installed by Stevens Point in 2012 during the public hearing. Hull residents say the city's well, called No. 11, 
has lowered the town's water table and caused residents to drill their own wells deeper. 

Since well No. 11 was drilled at least 33 Hull residents have had to replace their wells and at least 35 have 
reported that their wells have dried up or lost water pressure, according to surveys completed by Hull residents. 
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