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HULL – Controversy over another possible high-capacity well in Hull might be near a resolution 
after the farmers offered to sell their land to the town or another interested buyer. 

“They are deeply wounded by this,” said Louis Wysocki, speaking on behalf of Nick and Diane 
Somers, owners of Plover River Farms. “They are going to today turn the other cheek.” 

Wysocki made the announcement at a public hearing held at Stevens Point Area Senior High and 
hosted by town officials, to address petitions that residents circulated to oppose the possibility of 
the farm drilling a new well. Had the well been installed, it would have been used for irrigation. 

Town Chairman John Holdridge said it’s rare for a town to buy land and that the decision would 
require a public vote. 

“We would certainly take this and talk it over and take it seriously,” Holdridge said. 

Wysocki requested that, as other residents shared their concerns about water shortages in Hull, 
they do so with consideration. 



“(The Somerses) are extending a hand to the people in the town of Hull, the officials in the town 
of Hull, the residents in the Stroik subdivision and the residents in the Emerald subdivision, to 
extend their hand and in return approach the Somerses in a way that we can resolve this issue,” 
Wysocki said. “Let’s not rub salt at the wound at this stage.” 

Several Hull residents shared thoughts and concerns about the Somerses’ high-capacity well 
application, and addressed water problems the town is already facing. Holdridge provided an 
update on the town’s research into the city of Stevens Point’s Well 11, which many residents 
believe caused their own private wells to dry up and forced them to spend thousands drilling new 
wells. 

“We have pretty solid data,” Holdridge said of the town’s survey into the effects of Well 11, 
though he did not provide specifics. “We certainly will try and resolve this thing with the city.” 

Holdridge said the town is not interested in a lawsuit. 

Marilynn Kranig, who lives on property adjacent to the Somerses’ land, said she was not only 
concerned about the quality and quantity of her water, but about the state’s oversight of the issue. 

“When there’s something like this, water, a precious commodity, they don’t do anything about 
it,” Kranig said. 

County Board member Don Butkowski, who represents Hull, said he too was concerned about 
the state’s process for permitting high-capacity wells. Although the state accepts credible, 
scientific evidence for consideration regarding applications for wells, the Department of Natural 
Resources does not have a formal process to consult with affected municipalities about 
applications. 

“One of things that I hope comes of this is transparency,” he said. “This is all of our water. The 
villages, the towns, the cities and the county should have a seat at the table when high-capacity 
wells are permitted.” 

The Town Board voted at the hearing to send a letter to the DNR requesting that it deny the 
Somerses’ application, as well as to consider the Somerses’ offer to sell the land. 
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