
Hull consider~ legal action against Stevens Point for Well 11 
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of The Gazette 
The Hull Town Bollrd voted Thursday, Aug. 

28, to have its lawyers investigate options for 
legal action against the city of Stevens Point 
after numerous residents' private wells needed 
re-drilling since Well 11 went online. 
· The Hull Town Board met in executive session 

with professional hydrologist Steve Gaffield and 
attorneys from Anderson-O' Brien Law Firm to 
review data collected from a seven-page ques
tionnaire sent to Hull residents who live in the 
Well 11 area. 

After reconvening back into open session, 
the board voted to authorize Jerry O' Brien, 
the town's attorney, to explore legal means to 
address the financial loss and hardship expe(i
enced by_ Hull residents after agreeing Well 11 
was a maJor cause. 

Well l l , which went online in June of 2012. 
has a depth of 100 to 110 feet, with eight later
als extending out like the spokes of a wheel, up 
to about 140 to 180 feet and is suspected in the 
nearly 30 documented residential wells drying 

(Continued from page 1) 

only be about two feet in the immediate 
vicinity and possibly one foot in surrounding 
neighborhoods, he said. 

George Kraft, a University. of Wisconsin
Stevens Point hydrologist, said at the meeting 
that t"."o days weren't nearly enough time to 
take mto account natural fluctuations and 
couldn't properly predict the overall impact 
of Well 11. 
~tevens Point Mayor Andrew Halverson 

said city staff will not comment at this time 
due to the possible Impending legal action by 
the town of Hull. 

"W h e want to see justice done to those 
~useholds that lost water supply because of 
th e\11 ," said Holdridge. "The second thing 
~ hs to happen is a look into the future 

~; t at h_appens if Well 11 increases capac
}ut ra:;-iatically, how is that going to affect 
bo~~:h 01dusehold~ on private wells or current 

0 s on private wells." 

up. A total of 45 wells needing to be serviced or 
re-drilled completely. 

John Holdridge, chairman of the town of Hull, 
said the repairs were often to the tune of between 
$6,000 and $7,000, a hefty burden for the mostly 
middle-class residents. 

" It's all documented (in the questionnaire data) 
when problems happened, how it happened, cost 
incurred when they simply ran out of water," 
Holdridge said. 

He said the most important question on the 
questionnaire asked if residents had water 
problems prior to Well 11 going online; most 
responders answered no. But since its activation, 
about 30 wells have gone dry. 

"You read these questionnaires and see this is a 
hardship for people," Holdridge said. "Then you 
plug in the modeling aspect. Our hydrologists 
did the models and they clearly indicate that Well 
11 was a culprit in this loss of water." 

He. said the board also expressed concern that 
while Well 11 is rated with a· maximum daily 
water pumping of 13 million gal lons, it currently 
has a maximum peak of five million gallons per . 

day due to the fact it's limited by the Stevens 
Point water treatment capacity. However, should 
the city expand its water processing and be able 
to pump more it may further impact Hull resi
dents. 

"Five million gallons is the capacity of the 
treatment plant, and you can't go beyond the 
treatment plant," Holdridge said. "But if you 
jump that to 13 million gallons a day - if you 
reconstruct the treatment plant to accommodate 
that - how is that going to impact town of Hull 
wells and who knows, possibly other town's 
wells." 

Holdridge said the average _daily pumping is 
about 2.5 million gallons now. 

At a public information meeting in January 
2010 regarding the instillation of Well 11, Patrick 
Planton, the engineer with S.E.C engineering 
who designed the well. said he drilled a test 
well and pumped it at 2 million gallons per day 
for two days and concluded the drawdown was 
minimal. 

In a worst case scenario, the drawdown would 
(See Hull , page 31) 


