
Letter: Farms need to conserve water 
Letters to the editor 3:39 p.m. CDT August 12, 2014 
We’ve all seen wasteful practices. Here are some ideas for fixing them. 
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EDITOR: Front-page news in Stevens Point: “Dreier: The free-for-all on water has to stop.” I couldn’t agree 
more. My weekend house is right next to a potato field in the town of Dewey, with irrigation and a high-
capacity well. I realize the need for some irrigating, although this particular irrigation is old and it has birdies 
high in the air, which lets the wind blow a lot of the water away. This irrigation system is often run 
irresponsibly, for example running when it’s raining out. This irrigation has also malfunctioned numerous 
times, soaking me, my yard, cars and buildings with high-pressure water and sometimes with fertilizer in that 
water. 

Another example of irresponsible irrigation is on Brilowski Road, where the big gun sprays on and across the 
road. What a waste of water. 

Here are a couple of suggestions for irrigation systems to conserve water: 

1) Run irrigation only one time per week. After all, farmers 100 years ago had irrigation and did fine. 

2) Have all downspouts instead of birdies. Downspouts provide more water to the crops and ground compared 
to birdies that let the wind blow a lot of the water away and onto others’ property and roads that don’t need or 
want it. 

3) Irrigators should have to buy a permit from the county for each irrigation system. There should also be 
records kept of complaints about each system. The more complaints, the harder it should be to get a permit until 
the system is proved fixed or updated. 

We all need the food farmers provide, but you can live pretty long on little food — you can only survive days 
without clean water. Let’s all do our part to conserve this precious resource. 

M.K. LaMay, 
Stevens Point 
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