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The Door County Environmental Council on Friday released this "Position Paper on Ground Water 
Contamination in Northeast Wisconsin." 

Door and Kewaunee counties are being subjected to ground water contamination. Our drinking water is being 
contaminated by toxic substances. Most notably, the recent increase in industrial size farms in our area has 
caused numerous wells to test positive for animal waste bacteria at levels which are dangerous for human usage 
and consumption. The Door/Kewaunee karst geologic formation contains over 200 feet of highly fractured 
bedrock within our water supply. The surface soils in our counties were removed by glaciers thousands of years 
ago. This landscape is found in few other locations in Wisconsin and much of the area has an inadequate 
amount of soil depth to properly filter nutrients before reaching the bedrock and aquifer. 

The members of the Door County Environmental Council (DCEC) believe that the state's current Nutrient 
Management Plan (NMP) Program, designed to control the application of nutrients, predominantly manure, has 
failed to ensure safe drinking water for the Door and Kewaunee county residents. 

The members of the DCEC are working toward the following goals, which we believe are essential to protect 
our drinking water: 

1. Our state officials will increase the number of personnel and/or technologies to monitor and verify the 
proper storage and spreading of animal waste. 

2. Nutrient Management Plans will be accurately spelled out and strictly followed by the participating 
farmers with supervision. 

3. Significant consequences will be given to both first time and repeat offenders for polluting the water by 
the improper handling of manure. 

4. State representatives must pass legislation that recognizes that our area's sensitive geologic structure is 
not a safe or suitable environment for excessive nutrient application. 

5. Our local and state authorities will take any and all actions necessary to ensure the safety of our drinking 
water straight from our wells. 

The DCEC has published reports on the growing number of Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) 
moving into the state and have voiced concern over the enormous amount of animal waste coming here from 
other counties. We have researched and shared the health risks of indiscriminate spreading of toxic liquid 
manure, loaded with antibiotic resistant and infectious bacteria. We have pointed out the evidence that small 
farms, using sustainable agricultural techniques, can provide enough healthy and adequate food supplies for all 
the citizens of the planet. Industrial factory farming is not necessary to feed our citizens. However, we 
recognize that the current threat to ground water contamination needs more immediate action to insure 
protection. 

Our members believe that our above stated goals are necessary because: 
• •Our local and state departments (DCSW and WDNR) often have to react to, rather than prevent, the 

improper handling of manure. 
• •The NMP (Nutrient Management Plan), a recommended method used to meet state standards for the 

safe handling and application of manure, is a voluntary program and should instead be mandatory and 
enforceable. 

• •The state does not provide nor fund the personnel necessary to enforce compliance to the NMPs or the 
state standards and the responsibility falls on county Soil and Water Department personnel. 

• •Offenders of over application upon the land and contamination of the water often get a minor "slap on 
the hand" in penalties. Fines are so small that there is little motivation for the offenders to change their 
practice. 

• •The uniqueness of our land must be acknowledged in new state laws. The inherently low nutrient load 
capacities of the Door/Kewaunee counties must be separately considered apart from the rest of the state. 

As the world's population continues to grow, clean water must be on the forefront of everyone's mind. Our 
future existence depends on our access to clean water. This is serious. It is possible to reach a sustainable, clean 
water environment, if the above issues are addressed quickly and effectively. If we do not stop water 
contamination now it will ultimately affect all of us in our health and livelihoods. 

The DCEC has always, and will continue, to stand up for a clean and healthy environment. Our organization has 
been involved with environmental issues, such as this and many more, over the past 40 years. Our members are 
proud to say that through DCEC they have supported the many efforts and movements that have needed a voice, 
reminding us all of our responsibility to care for the land upon which we live. 

Be aware that Ag-Corporations are currently lobbying to pass laws to strip the local municipalities of their own 
powers to pass ordinances preventing these types of environmental problems. They are also lobbying to outlaw 
the photographing or video recording of CAFO activities by the public, a measure the Humane Society of the 
United States believes is an attempt to cover up the inhumane treatment of animals that goes on every day. At 
the same time, Wisconsin's land has been opened up for sale to other countries like China, allowing them to 
purchase farmlands for their industrial sized CAFO's. Letting waste build up and spoil our water, in exchange 
for more profit dollars, is not acceptable. 

It is the personal action of each individual that has the greatest effect on change. Join with us and stand up to 
protect our water, for yourself, for your neighbors, for your grandchildren. Call or write your government 
officials. Flood them with mail. Write to the Soil and Water Department, the DNR, the Health Department and 
especially our state representatives. Don't stop writing until changes are made. We can make a difference. Let's 
all come together and save Door and Kewaunee counties from the onslaught of toxic waste being dumped on 
our land and into our waters. 


