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STEVENS POINT – A new science-based model revealed Tuesday could help local conservationists restore the 

water flow of the Little Plover River. 

The river has been a source of controversy since it first ran dry in 2005; since then, it has been reduced to a 

trickle several times as different interest groups have offered competing theories about the cause. Most have 

focused on high-capacity wells in the area that feed both municipal development and agriculture. 

In 2013, the Little Plover River was named to the American Rivers’ Most Endangered Rivers list. 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources commissioned organizations to study data and create a tool 

that would get to the root of why the river keeps running dry. The model was created by the Wisconsin 

Geological and Natural History Survey and the U.S. Geological Service. 

The tool was revealed to a local work group Tuesday by hydrogeologist Ken Bradbury of WGNHS. He said 

studying the data did not reveal any surprises about how groundwater works, and that building the model 

showed that pumping water can affect the flow of the river. 

The tool now will allow scientists and stakeholders to simulate activity in the area near the river to determine 

how future actions, such as drilling more wells, pumping water to vegetable fields or damming up ditches, may 

affect groundwater levels. The model also can help stakeholders look for solutions that could help restore the 

river’s flow. 

“We can now transfer that model into running scenarios for water conservation or water-use changes to help us 

understand and maintain flows of the Little Plover,” said Dan Helsel, a member of the Little Plover River work 

group and a water program manager with the DNR. 

The methods used to create the model could also be used in other locations, Bradbury said. 


