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Audience members await a Wood County Board meeting about how to regulate manure on farms. 
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WISCONSIN RAPIDS - Wood 
County will ramp up efforts to 
protect water from fertilizer and 
manure contamination, joining a 
growing number of Wisconsin 
counties that are taking steps to 
mitigate the impact of industrial 
agriculture. 

By a 10-9 vote on Tuesday, the 
Wood County Board voted to 
adopt an ordinance amendment 
aimed at increasing the number 
of farms that prepare plans 
about how they apply nutrients 
to crops. 

Under the amendment, the 
county will attempt to bolster 
compliance and enforcement of 
so-called nutrient-management 
plans, which detail how farms 
use, control and place manure 
and commercial fertilizers. In 
the plans,, farms must· identify 
the amount of land on which nu
trients will be used, the tTI°'es of 
crops and soil on that land, and 
any nearby bodies of water that 
could be contaminated by run
off. 

Wood County..r.equires ~ 

concentrated animal feeding op
eration - or CAFO - and other 
large farms to file nutrient man
agement plans. A farm of any 
size also must file such plans 
when seeking to construct an an
imal waste storage facility; when 
a farm agrees to develop a nutri
ent management plan that is paid 
for by the county; and when vio
lations such as an overflowing 
manure pit are found. 

Tuesday's vote does not 
change those requirements, but 
aims to increase the number of 
farms required to prepare nutri
ent management plans. It also es
tablishes a $500 fine for farms 
that fail to file such plans when 
required and provides authority 
forthe county to inspect land and 
take water samples from wells. 

The board chose not to create 
a new county position that would 
have been paid $65,000 in salary 
and benefits to execute the goals . 
of the plan, as proposed. But the 
approved plan does allow for an 
assessment of the staffing needs 
in the county's Land Conserva
tion department and how those 
needs will be affected by the leg
islation. 

Debate among County Board 
members centered on whether 
the ordinance amendment is au
thorized under state law and 
whether it would solve the prob
lems at issue, points of conten
tion, similar to those raised by 
two statewide advocacy groups 
- a dairy association and an en
vironmental law firm- that sent 
opposing letters to County Board 
members over the proposal. 

Indeed, the matter garnered 
intense public interest, drawing 
a standing-room only crowd in 
the County Board's chambers 
and nearly 30 citizens who of
fered public comment. 

One of them included state 
Sen. Julie Lassa (D-Stevens 
Point), who said she had been 
contacted by numerous constitu
ents about water quality. Lassa 
did not explicitly say she sup
ported the measure, but she did 
encourage the County Board to 
be proactive and find areas of 
agreement. 

-Jonathan Anderson can be reached 
at janderson9@gannett.com or 
715-898-7070. Find him on Twitter as 
@jonathanderson. 


