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Imagine how the cleanup of 210 million gallons of oil in the Gulf of Mexico would have gone if BP was asked 
to voluntarily cleanup its mess. Do you think they would have at their own discretion created a $20 billion fund 
to help victims affected by the Deep Water Horizon spill? Would they have willingly agreed to pay the U.S. 
government $4.5 billion in fines and settlement costs? How long do you think they would have waited before 
their first attempts at cleaning up their mess? 

How do you think the coastal residents of Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida would have 
responded if their elected officials and petroleum industry spokespeople told them to be patient and give the 
Voluntary Cleanup Effort Strategy time to work? 

Back in 2010 following the spill, do you think if Bill Northey (current Iowa secretary of agriculture) was 
secretary of agriculture in one of the coastal states affected by the spill, he would have said: "Threat of litigation 
is the wrong approach to address the important issue of improving water quality. Working with petroleum 
executives and investing in additional safety practices are what is needed." 

Well, that's pretty much what he said in a written statement related to developing a solution to pollution in 
Iowa's waterways. (For the record, he said: "Threat of litigation is the wrong approach to address the important 
issue of improving water quality. Working with farmers and investing in additional conservation practices are 
what is needed.") 

In my opinion, polluting Iowa's rivers with excess levels of nitrogen and phosphorus is a disaster equivalent to 
an oil spill. High levels of nitrates in drinking water have been linked to blue baby syndrome, as well as to 
various cancers and miscarriages, according to the EPA. The problem needs to be addressed immediately. 

Voluntary efforts to reduce pollution in Iowa's surface water have not worked. If threat of litigation is what is 
required to reduce nutrients in rivers and streams and get the problem solved in a timely manner, then I agree 
with the Des Moines Water Works Board of Trustees: Sic the lawyers on the polluters. 
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