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WISCONSIN RAPIDS – A judge ruled Friday that a company can move ahead with its plans to build a large-

scale dairy in the town of Saratoga. Wysocki Family of Cos. intends to construct the 

5,300-animal, 7,000-acre Golden Sands Dairy in Saratoga, a community between 

Wisconsin Rapids and the northern Adams County town of Rome. Saratoga leaders and 

several residents have opposed the plan for the concentrated animal feeding operation, 

known as a CAFO. 

After the Wysocki company filed an application for building permits, Saratoga officials 

placed a moratorium on issuing permits until it could finish putting zoning in place for 

the town. The company filed suit against the town's building inspector, Lorelei Fuehrer, 

who refused to issue a permit, and won that case. 

Wysocki officials also filed a suit regarding the zoning restrictions put in place in 

November 2012. Company attorneys argued that Golden Sands had a right to use the 

land for agricultural purposes because the building permits were filed and the 

Wysocki family's intentions were made clear before the town established zoning rules 

prohibiting agricultural use of the property. 

During Friday's hearing, members of Protect Wood County and its Neighbors filled 

half the courtroom. 

Portage County Circuit Court Judge Thomas Eagon, acting as a substitute judge in the 

Wood County case, ruled Friday that the company had a right to use the land for 

agriculture, which was permitted at the time the company applied for its permit. 

Golden Sands attorney Jordan Hemaidan said the main question in the case is whether 

the right to build a building extends to the use of the land. If the judge ruled that it 

doesn't, a municipality could essentially zone any company out of business, 

Hermaidan said. 

The town's attorney, Remzy David Bitar, argued Friday that Golden Sands Dairy 

didn't have the required Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources permits and 

hadn't removed the land from the designation of managed forestland. The property, 

which covers most of the southeastern portion of the town, is part of property that 

Plum Creek Timberlands owned as an industrial forest. 

It would not be practical to expect Golden Sands to start construction of the dairy 

until it gets the necessary DNR permits, Eagon said. The judge also said that Golden 

Sands will lose its right to build the dairy-related structures and farm the land if the 

building permits expire. 

Golden Sands still has some obstacles to overcome before it can begin construction of 

the dairy. In March 2014, the company filed an environmental impact report with the 

DNR as part of a permitting process. The DNR is expected to hold public hearings on 

the report before issuing a final environmental impact statement and deciding on 

whether to issue permits for 39 high-capacity wells and a Wisconsin Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System permit. 
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