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SARATOGA - The winter chill slowed neither the progress of nor debate over a proposed mega-farm in 

southern Wood County. 

The farm, which would be called Golden Sands Dairy and located in the town of Saratoga, could house as many 

as 4,000 milking cows, 300 heifers and 1,000 calves, and produce 55 million gallons of liquid manure and 25 

tons of solid manure every year, according to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

Golden Sands also is seeking permits that would allow it to build or operate 33 high-capacity wells to support 

the dairy operation. 

Many nearby residents and the town government have raised concerns about how the farm would affect water 

and air quality, citing tainted environs around other like-sized farms in the state, including one owned by the 

same company proposing to operate Golden Sands, the Wysocki Family of Companies. 

For their part, agriculture groups have said regulations already exist to protect the environment and that high-

capacity well use is sustainable in central Wisconsin. 

As that debate unfolds, several developments could shape its outcome: 

1. Rome residents to gather Saturday 
Residents are holding a meeting at 1 p.m. Saturday with the Rome Town Board to discuss the possible 

implications of Golden Sands. Rome, located in Adams County, is adjacent to Saratoga. 

The meeting will provide information about concentrated animal feeding operations, or CAFOs, which is how 

Golden Sands would be classified. CAFOs are large farms regulated differently under state law than smaller 

operations. 

Attendees also are likely to discuss a range of other topics, including air, water, property values and relevant 

laws. 

Don Ystad, a Rome property owner who opposes the CAFO, said Saturday's meeting is intended to educate 

residents about the proposed dairy and how it could affect them. 

“Polluted runoff doesn’t recognize a town line,” Ystad said. 

The Tri-Lakes Management District, which manages and works to improve water quality on three lakes in 

Rome — lakes Arrowhead, Camelot and Sherwood — also is taking action in response to the proposed CAFO. 

The district is exploring the possibility of installing water monitoring wells near the border with Saratoga, 

according to Don Fornasiere, the district’s chairman. Tri-Lakes has already begun monitoring water quality and 

flow levels of a creek, similar to efforts in Saratoga. 

The DNR was not involved in organizing Saturday's meeting. It will be held at 1 p.m. at Rome's municipal 

building, 1156 Alpine Drive. 
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2. Details emerge of Wysocki land buy 
Public records are shedding light on a deal struck last month, in which Wysocki bought land where the 

proposed farm would be located from Plum Creek Timber Company. At the time, a Wysocki official said about 

7,000 acres were purchased. 

Records filed with the Wood County Register of Deeds and recently reviewed by Daily Tribune Media show 

Plum Creek sold more than 4,900 acres of land valued at about $7 million to Wysocki-affiliated companies. 

The filings also show Plum Creek sold more than 1,700 acres of land valued at about $2.5 million to a company 

called Red Green Ort Land, LLC. Wysocki also sold an undisclosed amount of property valued at about $1.3 

million to the same company, and has a right of first refusal to buy back the land. 

Red Green Ort Land, LLC was created in late December, public records show. Its attorney did not immediately 

respond to a request for comment, but Jim Wysocki, co-owner of the Wysocki Family of Companies, said 

Wednesday that the two entities are separate and not related. 

The land Wysocki bought in Saratoga would in effect be the boundary for Golden Sands, Jim Wysocki said. 

3. DNR to release environmental review 
The DNR is reviewing the environmental impact of Golden Sands and is expected to release in March 

a statement containing details about what those impacts might be. 

Whether the state will issue permits for Golden Sands is a separate action and will come after the environmental 

impact statement is released, according to Dan Helsel, a DNR water official. 

Additional information about that process could be posted on the DNR's website as early as Wednesday, he 

said. 

 

In this undated photo, a water resource specialist takes water samples of manure runoff in central Wisconsin.  
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