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LITTLE PLOVER RIVER APPRECIATION DAY 
A SUPER-SUCCESS 

 
On May 4, 2007, the Friends of the Little Plover River hosted 134 fourth grade students from nearby Roosevelt and Plover-Whiting  
Elementary Schools to raise awareness of protecting our water resources. 

 
The event was held at the Little Plover River Park, just off Hoover Avenue, in the Village of 
Plover. Students, along with their teachers, Faye Miller from Roosevelt and Betsy Wiberg 
from Plover-Whiting, walked from their schools to the park, bringing a brown bag lunch to 
enjoy before the afternoon’s hands-on activities began.  Students were given a Passport to 
be stamped at each station plus a bag to hold handouts, a conservation wheel, buttons, and 
tree seedlings. 
 
While at the park, students walked the trails along the river, stopping at seven stations to 
participate in activities that had water conservation, education, and recreation themes.  
Station 1:  Fly Tying Instruction. Students made their own flies.  Trout Unlimited.  Station 2:  
Stream Flow Measurement. Students learned the importance of water flow and quality and 

how they and we are connected. UWSP Chapter of the American Water Resource Association.  
Station 3: Trout and Macro Invertebrate Viewing.  Students saw trout and other stream  
dwellers up close and personal.  Wisconsin DNR Fisheries Biologists.  Station 4: Would You 
Drink This Water?  Students evaluated water samples for quality by sight, smell, and taste.  
SPASH Wisconsin River Academy students assisted in the demonstrations.  Station 5: Water 
Conservation.  Students learned at home water conservation and tips.  Village of Plover and 
Wisconsin Rural Water Association. Station 6: The Incredible Journey.  Students followed a 
water drop through its water cycle journey-at each stage in the cycle they collected a bead.  
UWSP College of Natural Resources Waters Graduate Student  and SPASH Wisconsin River 
Academy.  Station 7: Fly Casting.  Students learned the art of fly casting. Trout Unlimited and  
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation.   
 
A special thanks to all the organizations that prepared and staffed these stations. 
 
Roosevelt School’s Faye Miller was very enthusiastic in her assessment of the event:  “Students absolutely loved the afternoon!  On 
the walk back to school, they constantly talked about how much fun they had and all they learned.  This was definitely a positive 
educational experience and I hope it will be repeated next year.”  This is what one student had to say after the day outside:  "Thank 
you for the gift bags and the tree, it's planted in my backyard.  My favorite stations were stations 6 and 2." 

 
We would like to thank these volunteers:       

Al Kunst                            Dan Holland                       Justin Barrick                    John Radig                        Lee Zetter           
              Tom Meronek                    Jake Thompson                  Jason Spaeth                     Barb Gifford                      Ellie Brush 

Jami                                 Lydia                                 Ashley                               Brittany                             Dave Fritsch
              Patrick Harrington             Jen Kinglsey                      Christine                           Stu Grimstad                     Jake Macholl 

Matt Rogge                        Lynn Holborn                     Ann Bloom           
              Barb Feltz                         Jerry Knuth                       Pat Andrews 

Bill Ebert                          Steve Bradley                    Jim Gifford                        
 

Due to the success of this year’s event, the Friends of the Little Plover River will sponsor 
another Appreciation Day for a whole new group of fourth grade students in May 2008. 
 

Anyone wishing to volunteer for next year’s event can contact 
Barb Gifford  
(715) 344-3539 
email: barbaragifford@charter.net 

Little Plover River 
Community Currents 

www.friendsofthelittleploverriver.org 



JOIN US! 
 

Improving the health of the Little Plover River is a        
community project.  The Friends of the Little Plover River 
have come together to work towards the goal of protecting 
and educating the community about this gem of a stream 
for future generations.  
 

Friends of the Little Plover River 
 

Contact us: 
Barb Gifford                       Barb Feltz 
715-344-3539                     troyadams@charter.net 
barbaragifford@charter.net        
  
Future Meeting Dates: (see website for Times & Locations) 
September 10                October 8           
November  12                December 10 

LITTLE PLOVER RIVER WORKGROUP      
EFFORTS 

 

The Little Plover River Workgroup continues to meet and  
implement projects to help restore a healthy flow to the 
River. The Workgroup is made up of: “Friends of the Little 
Plover River”, Villages of Plover and Whiting, UWSP, DNR, 
Portage County, Trout Unlimited, Del Monte Inc., Stora 
Enso, Neenah Paper, several area potato and vegetable 
growers and WI River Alliance, along with advisory support 
from: WI Wildlife Federation, WI Geologic and Natural     
History Survey, USGS, USDA-NRCS, US EPA, Golden Sands 
RC&D, Rural Water Association and Earth Tech.  
 

With most of the groundwater modeling completed by 
George Kraft of UWSP, the Workgroup is now focusing its  
efforts to develop a Flow Management Plan for the River. 
The group will attempt to reach consensus on a flow goal for 
the River and decide how to achieve it. Some possible   
methods may include land acquisitions; land use changes, 
pumping alterations, conservation, agricultural management 
changes, stormwater management & wastewater recharge. 
 

Workgroup member, Curt Soik, has allowed one of his       
irrigation wells to be used as a temporary emergency   
measure to pump water into the River so it didn’t dry up 
again this year. The Village of Plover and DNR will be    
helping out the Soik family with the cost of this effort. The 
Village of Plover also has reduced pumping from their two 
wells closest to the river and is obtaining 89% of their water 
supply from a well # 3, which is further from the river. 
 

You may have heard about plans to pump cooling water from 
Del Monte to a pond near the headwaters of the River to  
increase flows.  After hearing citizen concerns, Del Monte 
and the Village of Plover will instead work with an area 
vegetable grower and pump the water to an irrigation      
system close to the River to reduce pumping from a high  
capacity well near the River.  
 

For further information on Workgroup activities or if you 
have suggestions to include in the Flow Management Plan, 
contact Steve Bradley, Portage County Conservationist, at 
715-346-1334. 

Scientists Assess Pumping Impact  
 
UWSP scientists funded by the Department of   
Natural Resources have concluded that         
groundwater pumping took 50 to 80% of the natural 
flow in the Little Plover River in 2006. 
 
“Without pumping, the river would never have gone 
dry,” concluded Professor Katherine Clancy. 
“Actually, river flows would have been pretty 
healthy, even though we’re in a drought period, 
without groundwater pumping.”  Clancy was able 
to construct what the natural flow in the Little 
Plover would be without groundwater pumping by 
comparing historical flow records of the Little 
Plover with other stream in the area that have not 
been affected by pumping.  “Other streams        
unaffected by pumping are low, but only at 10 to 
20 year lows.  The Little Plover in contrast is way  
below its entire 50 year record.” 
 
This piece of the Little Plover puzzle is important 
because it established definitively that flows have 
been affected by pumping, and provides a basis for 
restoring stream flows to some healthier level. 

2006 Flow in the Little Plover
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Little Plover River at Bluebird Road August 2007 


