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DNR ASKED TO HELP
LITTLE PLOVER RIVER

On August 7, 2012, the FLPR in conjunction with
CSWAC (Central Sands Water Action Coalition)
formally requested that the DNR enforce the
Public Rights Flow of 4 cfs (cubic feet per second)
for the LPR set by the DNR on March 23, 2009.
This is the first time the DNR has been asked to
enforce its Public Rights Ruling.

The LPR, a Class 1 Trout stream, is ground-water
fed and over the years of high capacity well
pumping has become extremely susceptible to
sharp drops in flows, along with persistent dry
ups of this vulnerable, historically thriving river.

Recent flow data gathered at the approved Photo taken east of 1-39, September 3, 2012

monitoring sites indicated that the LPR was well below the established Public Rights Flow and was once again facing a dry
up. This prompted the FLPR and CSWAC into action requesting the enforcement of the Public Rights Flow of the LPR.

The FLPR recognizes that after six years of fact finding, discussion and limited action, the LPR remains a river in peril. In
light of this limited success the DNR was asked to reconvene the LPR Workgroup, an already established entity, to
determine the best strategies groundwater users in the LPR Basin might employ to return the river to the Public Rights
Flow.

Continued on Page 3...
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USGS: NEWLY RELEASED REPORT
The report titled "STREAMFLOW DEPLETION BY WELLS -- Understanding
and Managing the Effects of Groundwater Pumping on Streamflow" is a
technical study produced by the United States Geological Survey (USGS)
Groundwater Resource Program released 11/112012. The report concludes
that groundwater pumping can reduce the flow of water in connected
streams and rivers--a process called streamflow depletion by wells.

USGS Director Marcia McNutt says, "the more we pump below the ground
the more we deplete water flowing down the stream. When viewed over
the long term, it is one big zero-sum game."

USGS Hydrologist and author of the report, Paul Barlow states, "Stream
flow depletion caused by pumping is an important water-resource man
agement issue across the nation because of the adverse effects that re
duced flows can have on aquatic ecosystems, the availability of surface
waters, and the quality and aesthetic value of streams and rivers."

FLPR hopes this report will raise public awareness regarding the detri
mental effects that excessive, cumulative groundwater pumping can have
on our Wisconsin rivers and lakes. The USGS report synopsis and link to
full report are available on our website in the 2012 News and Media sec
tion: www.friendsofthelittleploverriver.org

Submitted by Barb Gifford

Portage County Groundwater Citizens Advisory Committee (PCGCAC) Update
The July 17 "State of the County" address includes Groundwater in its top 7 challenges. After attending the PCGCAC meet
ings in July and September 2012, the FLPR were encouraged by the latest evolving groundwater discussions.

According to the September minutes, Portage County Executive Patty Dreier made a presentation on what the County
might do regarding groundwater issues ... she is not willing to wait for the state ... but would like to form a stakehold
ers group representative of local water users and the technical community to work on groundwater issues ... and first
solve our own problems. Anything that comes through the group would come to the Committee for action and then move
on to the Planning and Zoning Committee and County Board. To date, this stakeholder group has not been convened.

The FLPR have long felt and encouraged that Portage County and the County Executive (even though they cannot enforce
groundwater management) could definitely make recommendations regarding groundwater here in Portage County. Such a
recommendation could be precedent-setting and might encourage other counties to follow a similar path.

Did You Know ... That in the entire Central Sands Basin (which includes 6 counties) there are over 3200 High Capacity
wells. Approximately 1/3 of those wells are located in Portage County alone.

For information on the growth of High Capacity Wells see our website: www.friendsofthelittleploverriver.org/Science
Submitted by Barb Gifford

Page 2 www.friendsofthelittleploverriver.org



GOLDEN SANDS RCaD TURNS 40

To learn more about Golden Sands RC&D and their projects in Central
Wisconsin, visit goldensandsrcd.org or call (715) 343-6215

Since the Friends of the Little Plover River was originated in 2005,
Golden Sands Resource Conservation & Development Council, Inc. has
been a strong partner and advocate. Acting as a fiscal sponsor, Golden
Sands RC&D has assisted in grant writing, administrative duties, news
letters and has collaborated on coordination and planning for Little
Plover River Appreciation Day and other events. Jennifer Glad, Golden
Sands RC&D's Administrative Coordinator and Project Director, sits on
the Friends of the Little Plover River Board of Directors as Treasurer.

Amy Thorstenson, Executive Director, accepts
a Citation of Commendation from Senator
Julie Lassa and Representative Louis J.
Molepski Jr. at Golden Sands RCaD's 40th
Anniversary banquet on August 18, 2012.

Submitted by Jennifer Glad, Golden Sands ReEtD

In 2012, Golden Sands RC&D Council is celebrating 40 years of stew
ardship, conservation, educa
tion, and rural development.
Since 1972, Golden Sands RC&D
has focused on protecting and
promoting Central Wisconsin's
natural resources by partnering
with state and federal govern
ment agencies, county govern
ments, municipalities, other
conservation groups, grass-roots
organizations, teachers, farm
ers, conservationists and others
to work toward common goals.
The organization works every
day on projects that support sus
tainable agriculture, healthy
forests, clean water and abun
dant wildlife. They serve the counties of Portage, Waushara, Waupaca,
Marathon, Wood, Monroe, Juneau, Adams, and Marquette.

FLPR's WATER CONSERVATION AWARD INSTALLATION AT SCHOOLS

Rep. Louis Molepski speaks to students at Roosevelt
I.D.E.A. School, Nov. 29, 2011

In April 2011, the Friends of the Little Plover River were recognized by the
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation (WWF) with the award for Water
Conservation Organization of the Year. The FLPR believed that Roosevelt
and Plover/Whiting Schools would be the best permanent homes for the
award. Since 2007, students at these schools have participated in the Little
Plover Appreciation Day organized by FLPR. To date, approximately 850
students have learned the value of our waters and the need to conserve and
protect them through hands-on learning at Appreciation Day. Without the
invaluable contribution and support of the fourth grade teachers of the two
schools, this could not have been accomplished.

The Award Installation Ceremonies were held on November 28 and 29, 2011
with third, fourth, and fifth graders in attendance. Those who had
previously attended the Appreciation Day Event enthusiastically recalled
what they had learned to the students who would attend the 2012 event.
For the FLPR, it was particularly rewarding to listen to their experiences
and know that the Appreciation Day has fulfilled its educational mission.

Many thanks to Rep. Louis Molepske Jr. and Sen. Julie Lassa who were in attendance and spoke to the students. We were
pleased to also have in attendance so many invited guests from state and local governments, the Stevens Point School
District, Golden Sands RC&D, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Trout Unlimited and, of course, WWF.

Submitted by Barb Gifford
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Phone Number: _Zip: _State:

D I prefer to have the Community Currents Newsletter e-mailed.

Friends of the Little Plover River Please make checks payable to: Golden Sands RC&D
c/o Golden Sands RC&D and put Friends of the Little Plover River or FLPR
1462 Strongs Avenue in the memo.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

Send this form and check to:

Friends of the Little Plover River
Your support will help the Friends of the Little Plover River continue their efforts to:

• Raise awareness of the Little Plover River
• Promote water quality and quantity issues
• Promote wise management of water and land resources
• Increase education of water resources through the Little Plover River Appreciation Day
• Protect the groundwater that recharges the Little Plover River and that residents drink every day

Select donation amount (Donations are tax deductible)
D Contributor $25.00 D Supporter $50.00 D Leader $100.00 D Other: $ _
D I wish my support to be anonymous (Donors will have their names published in the next edition)

Name: _

Address: _

City: _

E-mail: _
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