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Friends of the Little Plover River Named Wisconsin 
Wildlife Federation’s  

“Water Conservation Organization of the Year” 
 

The Little Plover River is one of the most studied rivers in the world.  Back in the 
late 60’s, it was predicted that over use of high capacity wells (HCW) would 
reduce the water table and the Little Plover River’s importance as a Class I trout 
stream.  A fish kill in the summer of 2005 brought those early predictions to 
fruition.  
 
The Central Sands area of Wisconsin is noted for its vegetable production.  The 
number of area HCWs has grown from less than 100 in 1960 to over 3,300 today.  Is 

it any wonder that our trout stream might suffer?  Action was needed; so here comes a couple of Barbs and 
a Jodi.  It starts with Barb Feltz’s presentation, “Welcome to Barb’s World” which points to the low stream 
flow just outside her front door.  The next move was to organize The Friends of the Little Plover River 
(FLPR) who gathered support from a host of folks like the Golden Sands Resource Conservation & 
Development Council,  UWSP professor George Kraft, the River Alliance of Wisconsin, the Portage County 
Conservationist, and the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation.   
 
The Friends were instrumental in working with a local stakeholders group representing area municipalities, 
agribusiness and vegetable processing interests.  With guidance from the Wisconsin Dept. of Natural 
Resources, this group is working hard to experiment with various short and long term solutions aimed at 
improving river flow.  The Friends pushed for the public rights stage which led to an agreed upon 4 cubic 
feet per second minimum flow.       
 
The Friends have benefited greatly by the organizational and education skills of Barb Gifford and Jodi 
Hermsen.  This trio of conservationists put together an outing for area 4th graders called “Little Plover River 
Appreciation Day”.  This class trip is held on the first Friday in May and includes 7 different stations which 
discuss water use worldwide.  In 2009, the Natural Resources Board asked the Friends group to lead with 
communications relative to the health of the LPR.  
This brings in the local media and visits as guest 
speakers to civic groups who commend the Friends for 
their ability to deal with a very sensitive issue in a 
professional manner.   
 
The Friends of the Little Plover River, and in 
particular, Barb Feltz, Barb Gifford and Jodi Hermsen 
are to be commended for their efforts on behalf of 
our water resources.  It is with great appreciation 
that the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation recognizes The 
Friends of the Little Plover River as their Water 
Conservation Organization of the Year.   
 
Submitted by: Wisconsin Wildlife Federation 
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From Left to Right:  Jack Nissan, WWF President; Jodi Hermsen, 
Barb Feltz and Barb Gifford all of the FLPR: and George Meyer, 
WWF executive director at the WWF banquet on April 9, 2011.  
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4th ANNUAL LITTLE PLOVER RIVER APPRECIATION DAY 
 

 
On May 14, 2010, the Friends of the Little Plover River (FLPR) 
volunteers once again readied educational stations in 
preparation  for over 140 fourth grade students from the nearby 
Roosevelt and Plover/Whiting Elementary Schools. 
 
We were rained out on our original event date of May 7...even 
our tarps and rain gear would not have helped.  Not to dis-
appoint the students, we had pre-set an event rain date and 
everything proceeded as scheduled.  This rainy spring was 
definitely great for the LPR and its trout population.  All the 
rain provided  the students with an opportunity to view a 
quickly moving, babbling stream.  Each student was given a 
“Passport” to be stamped at each station plus a bag to hold 
handouts, buttons, tree seedlings, fishing lures & other goodies. 
 
While at the Little Plover River Park, the 140 students, in groups 
of 20, walked the trails along the river, stopping at seven stations to participate in activities that had water 

conservation, education, and recreational themes. 
 Station 1: Fly Tying  
 Station 2: Stream Flow Monitoring/Macro   
   Invertebrates 
 Station 3:  Water Conservation 
 Station 4: Would You Drink this Water? 
 Station 5: Water Jeopardy 
 Station 6: The Incredible Journey   
 Station 7: Fly Casting 
 
Thank you to all organizations who prepared and staffed these 
activities:  Trout Unlimited, WDNR Fisheries Biologists, WI 
Wildlife Federation, Village of Plover and WI Rural Water 
Association, UWSP-American Water Resource Assoc. and UWSP-
Environmental Education & Naturalists. 
 
By providing educational programs the goal of the FLPR is to 
protect this valuable resource, the Little Plover River, and the 

groundwater that gives it life.  We hope to leave students, “Our Leaders of Tomorrow”, with the water we enjoy today. 
  
Roosevelt School teacher Faye Miller once again is very enthusiastic in her assessment:  “A wonderful learning event for 
teaching today’s students about preserving Wisconsin’s most valuable resource, its rivers and lakes.”  She also said “The 
kids absolutely loved the day!  They said it was their favorite field trip ever !!”  Thank you to these Roosevelt students 
who sent delightful notes and a poster to the FLPR organizers. 
 
We would like to thank the volunteers:  Barb Feltz, Barb Gifford, Jim Gifford, Stu Grimstad, Jodi Hermsen, Jerry Knuth, 
Lisa Ludwig, Tom Meronek, Marilyn Knuth, Al Kunst, Bill Ebert, Steve Bradley, Jen McNelly, Marie Fargo, Courtney Adair, 
Tyler Gron & Blair Bullick. 
 
A special thanks to the Central Wisconsin Community 
Foundation and our sponsors who helped make this event 
possible:  Lensmire’s Village Gardens, Stevens Point 
Women’s Club, WI Wildlife Federation-District 4, Tom-Cin 
Metals, Dr. Mike and Becky Schmidt, Barb and Jim Gifford 
& Jerry and Marilyn Knuth 
 
FLPR will sponsor another “Appreciation Day” for a whole 
new group of fourth graders in May 2011.  Volunteers can 
contact Barb Gifford at (715) 344-3539 or 
barbaragifford@charter.net              Submitted by Barb Gifford 

Newsletter designed & edited by Jennifer Glad, Golden Sands RC&D 



Want Free Water? 
Harvest the Rain 

And 
Conserve Our Groundwater 

(kids love it too!) 
Did you know? 
 It's estimated that during the summer months, an average 

homeowner uses 40% of the household water in the yard 
 Every inch of rain that falls on a 1,000 square foot roof 

yields up to 700 gallons of water 
 Rain barrels conserve water and help lower costs.  A rain 

barrel can save approximately 1,300 gallons of water during 
peak summer months. 

 Stormwater runoff is the leading type of residential non-
point source pollution. Rain barrels reduce water pollution 
by reducing stormwater runoff, which can contain 
pollutants like sediment, oil, grease, bacteria and 
nutrients. 

 Rainwater is naturally soft and is chlorine and fluoride free 
 
Where can you get a rain barrel? 
Ready to use:   
Golden Sands RC&D and 
Portage County Master 
Gardeners: 
www.goldensandsrcd.org or  
715-343-6215 
 
Also available from garden 
centers, home improvement 
stores and on-line merchants 
 
Make your own: http://
www.p2pays.org/
ref/42/41903.pdf  (prepared by 
the South River Federation and 
Center for Watershed 
Protection) 
 
Submitted by:  Barbara Gifford 
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    The Friends of the Little Plover River  
have created a great, informative website. 
 
It is the intent of the FLPR to gather and make 
available as much scientific and archival infor-
mation on the Little Plover River and it’s 
groundwater as possible and place it on this 
website to allow everyone easy access to rele-
vant information and data.  This is a continuing 
process and we welcome your comments, 
additional information and photos for review. 
 
  Please share this website link with others:   
   www.friendsofthelittleploverriver.org 

Water Conservation Tips: 
 

Shorten your shower by a minute or two 
each day and you'll save up to 150  

gallons per month! 
Turn off the water while you shave and 

save up to 300 gallons a month! 
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Clifford & Helen Gollon 
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Mike & Mary Bink 
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DEL MONTE FOODS LAND PURCHASE 
 
Since early in 2006, Del Monte has been partici-
pating as a partner on the Little Plover River 
Workgroup. Del Monte purchased 150 acres of 
property directly north of the plant site from the 
Kizewski Family on December 17, 2009. Two high 
capacity wells on the newly acquired property will 
no longer be used for vegetable crop irrigation. 
Instead, this land is used by Del Monte to spray 
irrigate process water ¾ of a mile closer to the 
River.  
 
Approximately 30 million gallons of process water 
will be spray irrigated annually on reed canary 
grass that is grown and harvested for cattle feed. 
Additionally, Del Monte is pumping approximately 
60 million gallons of non-contact cooling water to 
an infiltration area located in the northeast cor-
ner of the property. These efforts will advance 
the Workgroup goal of restoring flow to the River. 
This win-win project for Del Monte and the Little 
Plover River represents an important step in re-
ducing the amount of water consumption in the 
Little Plover River Watershed. This acquisition is 
an example of what can be accomplished through 
local collaborative efforts and would not have 
occurred without the co-operative efforts of the 
Village of Plover, Town of Plover, and Portage 
County. The “Friends of the Little Plover River” 
extend their gratitude to Del Monte for their con-
tribution to increase flow in the River. 
 
Submitted by:  Steve Bradley 

 
Thank you Contributors! 
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Friends of the Little Plover River 
 

Your support will help the Friends of the Little Plover River continue their efforts to: 
 Raise awareness of the Little Plover River 
 Promote water quality and quantity issues 
 Promote wise management of water and land resources 
 Increase education of water resources through the Little Plover River Appreciation Day 
 Protect the groundwater that recharges the Little Plover River and that residents drink every day 

 

Select donation amount (Donations are tax deductible) 
 Contributor $15.00  Supporter $25.00  Sponsor $40.00   
 Leader $50.00   Benefactor $75.00  Other: $________ 
 I wish my support to be anonymous* 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________       State:  _______ Zip Code: ______________ 

Phone Number: ________________________ E-mail:_____________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to: Golden Sands RC&D 
Please print Friends of the Little Plover River or FLPR in the memo line 

Please send this form and checks to: 
Friends of the Little Plover River 

c/o Golden Sands RC&D 
1462 Strongs Avenue 

Stevens Point, WI 54481 
 

*All donors will have their names published in the next edition  

JOIN US! 

Improving the health of the Little Plover River is a 
community project.  The Friends of the Little Plover 
River have come together to work towards the goal of 
protecting and educating the community about this 
gem of a stream for future generations.  
 

Contact us: 
Barb Gifford             Barb Feltz 
715-344-3539             715-344-6319 
barbaragifford@charter.net      barbfeltz@charter.net 

Friends of the Little Plover River 
c/o Golden Sands RC&D Council, Inc. 
1462 Strongs Avenue 
Stevens Point, WI 54481 


