
Little Plover River  
Community Currents 

 

Kickoff Meeting for LPR Conservation a Success! 
 
A March 9 kickoff meeting started with exploring interest in finding "locally-led solutions for protecting the Little 
Plover River ...," but quickly moved from exploration to "let's get going!" 
 
Representatives of agriculture, municipal, and conservation interests spent an earnest afternoon discussing short term 
and long term steps for protecting the Little Plover, needs for information and management tools, and how to 
collaborate in the future.  The process, formally called a "collaborative watershed management approach," was 
convened by Wisconsin's chief water administrator, Todd Ambs, and was facilitated by Mary Hamel, who brought 
years of experience in building collaborations for managing natural resources. 
 
Participants quickly settled on a mission for the Little Plover stakeholder group: 
 

"Develop and implement a management plan to protect the Little Plover River Watershed, while 
meeting the water needs of the surrounding village, agricultural interests, and others.  Such a strategy 
or plan would include a system that helps maintain a healthy flow." 

 
Participants recognized that some short term actions - now and over the next several months - can be taken to improve 
Little Plover flows.  For instance, the Village of Plover announced it moved all its pumping (at some expense) to well 
number 3, which is farthest from the Little Plover.  Other actions will need to be worked out over the course of a year 
or years, such as coming up with a strategy to supply water to irrigators and an expanding population over a long term.  
A recognition developed that answering the questions of participants would require more science be developed.  To that 
end, the Department of Natural Resources is considering funding the development of an improved groundwater flow 
model for the Little Plover area.  Meeting participants were invited to "look over the shoulder" of the scientists as they 
develop this tool. 
 
The group pledged to continue working together for the Little Plover - the next scheduled meeting will be in June.  A 
survey at the meeting end found most participants satisfied, though they hoped at the next meeting more residents and 
farmers with an interest in the Little Plover would be able to attend. 

Skunk Cabbage blooming and fresh green  vegetation 
along the shoreline are sure signs! 

Spring has sprung along the Little Plover!   
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Friends of the Little Plover River 
Community Presentations 

 
The Friends of the Little Plover River have been busy 
recently getting their message out to the community.  

Presentations were made to the Portage County Citizens 
Ground Water Committee, the Stevens Point Kiwanis, and 

at the Town of Plover, town meeting. 
 
The Friends shared information with the groups about 
the events on the Little Plover River this summer that 
brought it to the public’s attention, how the group 
formed, and what they  are currently trying to work 
towards—establishing a healthy flow for the river. 
 
All the groups have had positive responses to the 
work that the group is trying to accomplish and all 
offered to help in any way they could. 
 
However, along with the positive response did come a 
number of questions.  Including “How deep is the 
Little Plover right now?”  Barb Feltz, speaker for the 
Friends of the Little Plover, could only respond with 
“About knee height I think.”  However, upon closer 
inspection she found that the same stretch of river that 
was dry last summer, was only flowing with water 
“that wouldn’t even go over the top of your shoe”. A 
rather startling discovery that makes the work of the 
Friends group even more necessary.  (Please note that 
due to recent rains the Little Plover is now full.)   
 
The other question that was commonly asked was 
“How can we help?”  The simple answer is: 
volunteer!  The more community members that are 
involved in the group, the bigger the voice of the 
Friends!  We encourage you to attend one of the 
monthly meetings to see what the group is all about. 

 

No 2005 Fish Community Survey On Little 
Plover 

 
Since 1996, the Fisheries Society from the University of 
Wisconsin Stevens Point has conducted an annual fall 
electrofishing survey of the Little Plover River’s fish 

community.  This annual survey provides          important 
information to monitor the health of the fish community.  In 
addition, students gain valuable    hands-on experience in the 
field, such as sampling   procedures, fish identification, and 

measuring fish lengths and weights. 
 
This past fall, the Fisheries Society decided not to 
conduct the annual fish community survey because of 
their concern for the health of the fish, especially the 
brook trout.  Due to the low water levels of this past 
summer, brook trout and other fish were forced to 
aggregate  together and compete for limited food, 
oxygen and  living space.  The stress placed on the fish 
was observed this past summer when many dead brook 
trout were found.  The Fisheries Society believed that 
the added stress from collecting and handling the fish 
could have been too much for the fish to handle. 
 
The Fisheries Society looks forward to conducting the 
Little Plover River fish community survey in the fall of 
2006.  The 2006 survey will still show how the low 
water event impacted the fish community.  Having a 
long-term dataset on the fish community is a powerful 
tool to examine how the fish community changes over 
time.  Will the population size of brook trout in 2006 be 
the lowest in the Society’s records?  Will the fish 
community have changed significantly?  We will just 
have to wait and  find out. 

 

Please Join Us! 
 

 
Saving the Little Plover is solvable problem, but its 
going to take the involvement of the community.  A 
group of concerned citizens, the Friends of the Little 
Plover River, have come together to work towards the 
goal of protecting this gem of a stream for future   
generations.  We need you to join us! 
 
Please contact us at: 
 

Name: Barb Gifford 
 

Phone: 715.344.3539 
 

E-mail: barbaragifford@charter.net 
 
 


